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• The Synoptic Plan: Integrated Landscapes for Coal Mine 
Rehabilitation in the Hunter Valley of NSW was prepared 
in 1999 by the NSW Department of Mineral Resources in 
collaboration with state agencies, local government and 
academic contributors. 

• The Plan provides the principles for an integrated 
approach to landscape management and post-mining 
rehabilitation for the Hunter coalfield. 

Background 

 

 

UHMD Annual Forum 22/11/2017 - Synoptic Plan Review Update - Stephen Wills, Dept Premier & Cabinet 2



• Focus of study was on land within mine holdings 
(area of mining leases). 

• Study area comprised the coalfield of the Upper 
Hunter Valley extending from south west of Singleton 
to north of Muswellbrook. 

• Developed at a time when the majority of mines were 
managed as single entities as opposed to 
“complexes” by large multi-nationals. 

• Plan is not a statutory document. 

Purpose 
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The Upper Hunter Synoptic Plan Review 
Workshop was held on Friday 2 June 
2017 at Singleton Diggers Club. 

The Workshop was attended by 73 
representatives from community, industry 
and government, it was opened by the 
Member for Upper Hunter, Michael 
Johnson MP and facilitated by Wendy 
Tyrrell. 

 

Synoptic Review Workshop 

 

 

The Hunter Regional Plan 2036 (Action 11.4) commits Government to 
“review the Synoptic Plan: Integrated Landscapes for coal mine 
rehabilitation in the Hunter Valley (1999) in conjunction with the Upper 
Hunter Biodiversity Assessment to ensure best-practice rehabilitation 
and visual impact management for closed mines”. 
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Key outcomes across three workshop themes 

High Level Objectives Information Gap Analysis & 
Prioritisation 

Communication & Engagement 

 Development of a replacement 
Synoptic Plan is not supported. 

 Integrated and holistic approach 
across the landscape to include 
economic, environment, social 
perspectives. 

 Develop shared vision/goals across 
government, industry and 
community. 

 Create a living/dynamic and 
accessible information tool utilising 
technology. 

 Alignment with regional and local 
Council planning processes and 
plans. 

 Clear policy and best practice 
rehabilitation approaches to support 
balanced outcomes. 

 Extensive existing information 
available across broad issues, 
areas, etc. 

 Data needs to be accessible 
available and consolidated. 

 New data required - projects 
underway and new projects 
required. 

 Data to support future decision 
making and best practice. 

 Government to take a 
leadership role in facilitating 
strategic landscape outcomes in 
the Upper Hunter. 

 Community engagement plan to 
foster genuine community 
involvement. 

 Deliver information in accessible 
way such as communication 
portal. 

 Project governance including 
periodic engagement with 
workshop attendees to ensure 
alignment with agreed 
objectives. 
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Stephen Wills, Director Hunter - Department of Premier & Cabinet
Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue Annual Forum - 22 November 2017
Synoptic Plan Review - Update
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